
 

 

German American Business Chamber of South Florida  

August Newsletter 2014  

Greetings from the GABC President  

 

Dear Members, Friends  
 
I hope you are enjoying this summer as much as I do. No hurricanes (yet), the usual 
steamy weather, but best of all, Team Germany is the World Champion in Fussball 
(soccer) for the 4th time.  
Most, if not all of us, saw at least the Final and being biased or not, I truly think the best 
team during the entire tournament won the Cup. Considering that most of the players are 
only in their 20ies, we will have 'fun' for many more years/tournaments  
to come. How did 4 years ago a once in Miami popular NBA player put it, "not one, not two, 
not three, not.....". Considering that the U-19 team just won the European Championship 
there lies a bright future ahead.  
But also Team USA did very well in my eyes and they will become a power to reckon with. 
May be not in 4 years yet, but in 8 years we will see a team which can go all the way.  
 
Despite vacation time and summer breaks your GABC continues to be active. Since quite 
some time we are thinking about how to increase our presence in Broward. We of course 
realize that not everyone is keen on using the I-95 in rush hour,  
so we need to bring events to Broward, benefitting a lot of our members and potential 
members. We had yesterday, August 7, our first event since a while ago in Ft.Lauderdale 
and the response was excellent. With the usual support of our  
German Consulate General and the Greater Ft.Lauderdale Alliance we invited to the 
Riverside Hotel on Las Olas and more than 70 of you showed up and had a good time. We 
are confident that this was/is the right move and we will continue  
to have events in Ft.Lauderdale for the benefit of all of us.Take my word for this.  
 
I hope to see you soon during one of our events. Enjoy the remainder of our South Florida 
summer.  
 
Michael Claus  
President  
 
 
Best regards, 
 
Michael Claus  
Managing Director 
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Greetings from the German 

Consul General  

GENERALKONSUL 

Dear Members and Friends, 

  

The second half of summer has just started and so far we havenôt really seen any 
summer break. One reason might have been soccer, but we also had a series of 
events that have reached out to the business community in Greater Miami: The 
GABC Award of Excellence, bestowed on one of our distinguished community mem-
bers, Dr. Bernd Wollschlaeger, a presentation on EU-US trade relations by Peter 
Fischer, Minister and Director of the Economic Department at the German Embassy 
in Washington D.C., and a TTIP workshop of high ranking panelists with a keynote 
speech of  Hiddo Houben, Head of the Trade and Agriculture Section of the EU Dele-
gation to the United States.  

 Advertising the comprehensive benefits of an EU-US trade agreement, however, is 
just one part. We also need to join forces within our own communities in order to raise 
the awareness of German and European industry and business in Florida.  

To this end the German American Business Chamber is currently intensifying rela-
tions with the Greater Fort Lauderdale Alliance and its partners in Broward County. 
We just had our first joint networking event at the Riverside Hotel on Las Olas, Fort 
Lauderdale and we extend our appreciation for your support and great turnout for a 
successful event. It seemed to be a perfect platform for informal contacts and ex-
change of ideas on skilled workforce, business opportunities and more. We are en-
couraged to continue this path and we are currently working on a follow-up event for 
Miami later in the year. 

                                                                                                                                        
I am looking forward to seeing you there. 

 Very kind regards, 

 

 

 

Jürgen Borsch 



 

                                                                                                                                                                  Page 03 

 

German American Business Chamber of South Florida  

August Newsletter 2014  

 

                                        Page 3 

New Corporate Member:   

 

             

Maspons, Sellek, Jacobs, LLP is a full-service law firm.  Its transactional attorneys are well-versed in 
the law and matters pertaining to domestic and international corporate and real estate transac-
tions.  The firmôs litigation counsel regularly handle the matters that arise in business transactions and 
the ordinary course of business.  With more than sixty years of experience among its partners, the firm 
is well positioned to assist clients with their corporate or personal management, real estate, and litiga-
tion needs. 

 

Contact:  

Mr. Kai E. Jacobs 

2333 Ponce de Leon Boulevard, Suite 314 

Coral Gables, FL 33134 

 

Office: +1 (786) 539-1424  

Fax: +1 (305) 441-1119 

E-mail: kjacobs@maspons.com 
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New Basic Member:   

 

 

 

The Aventura Family Health Center offers comprehensive family health care services, immigration 
medical exams, travel vaccinations, addiction medicine and nutritional counseling.  

Furthermore, the Aventura Family Health Center is a recognized Patient-Centered Medical Home 
(PCMH) featuring a fully integrated electronic medical record including smart decision support tools to 
achieve high quality of care, eliminate medical errors and provide evidence-based medical are for the 
benefit of all patients.  

The Aventura Family Health Center was founded by Dr. Bernd Wollschlaeger, MD, FAAFP, FASAM       
author, and physician. 

 

Contact:  

Dr. Bernd Wollschlaeger 

16899 NE 15th Avenue 

North Miami Beach, FL 33131 

Office: +1 (305) 940-8717 

E-mail: info@miamihealth.com 
 

 

New Private Individual Member:  

 

Alexandra C. Peters-Rutten 



 

 

German American Business Chamber of South Florida  

August Newsletter 2014  

European Breakfast Seminar  

Reinaldo Borges  

 Internationally acclaimed award winning architect  

Principal - CEO of Borges & Associates  

Board Member Sustainability Committee Miami Beach  

 

On June 11th, 2014 the European Chambers organized a Breakfast Seminar once more at Greenberg 
Traurig. Guest speaker Reinaldo Borges, who is an internationally acclaimed award winning architect, 
principal - CEO of Borges & Associates, as well as a board member of the Sustainability Committee Mi-
ami Beach held a presentation about the ñrisk and challenges for your business due to climate change 
and rising sea level.ò With the city of Miami rather sooner than later being forced to face the impacts of 
the constantly rising sea level, Mr. Borgesô presentation was followed with great interest by the audience.  
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European Networking Event at La Gloutonnerie  

On July 31st, the GABC invited its members together with the European Chambers in Miami to a net-
working event at La Gloutonnerie, located in Miami Beach. Over 250 members and guests made their 
way to the French vintage kitchen and enjoyed complimentary appetizers, as well as a drink at the bar.   
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