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Greetings from the GABC President  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Dear Members, Friends,  

 

it is that time of the year 

again, school is almost 

over and the Hurricane 

season is again upon us, 

and we certainly hope that 

we will again be spared.  

 

The end of June will be special for a number 

of reasons. Over all the years we were 

blessed with an excellent cooperation with 

the German Consulate General and usually 

the Consul Generals and the Vice-Consul, 

Deputy Consuls and the entire team of the 

Consulate are coming to South Florida as 

kind of strangers to us, and they leave, after 

their turn is over,  as friends. Friends of the 

GABC and also personal friends and we are 

very happy and thankful this was the case 

over all the 25 years of our existence.  

End of June our Consul General Eva Alex-

andra Countess Kendeffy will start her re-

tirement and enjoy henceforth the tropical 

side of Florida in the Sarasota region and 

also Deputy Consul Mechtild Ewert is leav-

ing us for a final assignment in Bonn and so 

is Consul Thomas Strieben who moves on 

to new shores. True friends of the GABC are 

leaving us and we owe all of them a big 

'Danke schoen' for their support over the 

years. They certainly will be missed and we 

hope we will see them again, casually, 

whenever they are here in Miami.  

Life is about change, so we are extending a 

heartfelt 'Willkommen' to the new Consul Gen-

eral Jürgen Borsch and his wife who will offi-

cially start end of June, but be full time present 

only in September.  

 

End of June, the 27th of June to be exact, is 

also a very special day for the GABC, as it is 

our 25th anniversary. What started as a small 

group of business professionals meeting on a 

regular basis to discuss business objectives  

and try to support each other emerged into the 

German American Business Chamber as it is 

known now. We have developed over the 

years, we have grown, and this thanks to the 

vision of a number of business people who are 

still active on the Board, e.g. Tom Baur, Walt 

Loy, Peter Jacobs, Alex Evans, Det Joks. 

Thanks Gentlemen, for your dedication, moti-

vation and vision in driving the GABC forward.  

Please see also the separate article in this 

Newsletter,  

 

I understood that, again, many of you will leave 

South Florida, to go on vacation, some to Ger-

many, others stay in the USA. Whatever you 

do during the summer, enjoy, have fun and, 

stay safe.  

 

 

Sincerely,  

 

Michael K. Claus  

President  
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 A Word from the Consul General  

GENERALKONSULIN 
DER BUNDESREPUBLIK 

DEUTSCHLAND 

THE CONSUL GENERAL 
OF THE FEDERAL REPUBLIC OF 

GERMANY 

Eva Alexandra Countess Kendeffy 

Wednesday, June 12th -  European Business 
Seminar at Greenberg Traurig with Michael 
Lewis; Founder, Editor and Publisher of Miami 
Today ðsee invitation below for details  

Thursday, July 18th - European Cocktail Hour 
Reception, Details TBA 

You can always find updated information at 

www.gabc.us under upcoming events as well as pic-

tures of past events in the photo gallery. 

We are also on Facebook  under  German American 

Business Chamber of South Florida and you can 

find us on Twitter @GABCMiami 

 

 

 

 

Dear Members and Friends, 

It is time for me to say Goodbye. It is actually hap-
pening: after 31 years of Diplomatic Service I will 
retire on June 30. I had the privilege to spend six of 
these years as German Consul General in Miami 
and I did enjoy every moment of it.  

All of you who have made Florida your home will 
understand my feelings (despite Hurricane Sea-
son!). The multi-cultural society, the vibrant city of 
Miami and the diversity of Florida have enriched 
our lives and provided many insights. There was 
certainly never a dull moment! 

Working together with the GABC has definitely 
been one of my most rewarding experiences and I 
would like to thank all of you, President Michael 
Claus, the Board, and the entire membership for 
such outstanding cooperation. I commend you for 
your valuable contribution to the business commu-
nity and German-American relations. My ties here 
have gone beyond business and I hope to maintain 
many friendships in the future.  

My successor Jürgen Borsch will be installed as 
German Consul General on July 1.  During his brief 
visit to Miami, the GABC Board graciously hosted a 
luncheon and many important contacts were al-
ready established. Those present at this event will 
understand my confidence that the important rela-
tionship between the German Consulate and the 
GABC will continue to flourish and expand. 

All the best, 

Eva Kendeffy 

Upcoming Events  
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 Fernando Levy Hara and Stephan Gietl realized their shared pas-
sion for real estate and architecture while attending the Advanced Man-
agement Development Program in Real Estate (AMDP) at Harvard Uni-
versity Graduate School of Design, of which they graduated in July 2010.  

 Despite the U.S. experiencing one of the worst economic crises in the last century, 
Levy Hara and Gietl believed the country will make a strong comeback from the downturn. 
For their AMDP end-of-program project, the two scholars realized their shared vision for 
succeeding in a changed real estate climate and developed a business plan that would offer 
sound investment solutions in a volatile and much riskier business environment. 
 In 2009, Levy Hara and Gietl co-founded Aventura-based mckafka Development 
Group , a real estate investment firm specializing in the acquisition of distressed properties 
by purchasing broken condominiums in default, loans in default and real estate owned bank 
properties in South Florida. 

 From the inception of the company until today mckafka Development Group has ac-
quired properties and development sites close to $50 million in value and has sold more 
than 300 units mostly to international investors. 

Divisions under the MDG umbrella include:  mckafka Realty, mckafka Property Manage-

ment, and mckafka Development. 

Contact Fernando Levy Hara and Stephan Gietl at info@mckafka.com or (305) 917-7673. 
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New Trustee Member: Porta Mondial      

 

Franchising has become one of the most successful sales meth-

ods worldwide. In the USA it is an important economic factor with 

over 800,000 franchise businesses currently in operation. Porta 

Mondial is an international franchise system for the marketing of selected residential and holi-

day real estate. At present there are Porta Mondial franchise partners in Costa Rica, Ger-

many, Switzerland, Slovenia and Spain. The first step towards entering the US market was 

taken with the launch of the real estate website www.portamondial-florida.com.  Find out 

more about Porta Mondial at www.portamondial.com 

Contact Petra Zimmerman at petra.zimmermann@portamondial.com or call +34 (971) 729-514 
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Kula & Samson, LLP specializes in appeals and trial support throughout 
Florida.  Whether you are an attorney seeking assistance with your client's 
appeal, written documents and submissions, or consultation on trial strategy, 
or you are a party in need of representation on appeal, the attorneys of Kula & Samson have 
the experience, skill, and commitment to provide efficient, high quality legal writing and analy-
sis on a wide array of legal issues, and covering most substantive areas.  Visit our website to 
learn more about the firm, and read our blog to stay current on Floridaôs appellate courts: 
www.kulaandsamson.com 

Contact W. Aaron Daniel, Esq. at w.aaron@kulaandsamson.com or call (305) 354-3858  

New Small Business Member: Kula & Samson  
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ComReal Miami, Inc. is a full service commercial real estate brokerage firm that serves lo-
cal, national and international clients with their office and warehouse space needs. The 
ComReal Miami team consists of highly trained individuals, each offering a specific area of 
expertise. ComReal professionals are committed to excellence, education and high ethical 
standards. Please call them at 1-786-433-2380 or visit www.miamiwarehouseteam.com. 

Contact Ed Redlich at eredlich@comreal.com or call (786) 433-2379 

New Small Business Member: ComReal Miami, Inc.  

New Individual Members: Jochen Eckermann, Ulrich Elben, and Gunnar Mandrisch 

mckafka Development Group Project Announcement  

After close review of the current real estate market, the Harvard alumniôs of 
mckafka Development Group have launched a 90 unit residential develop-
ment in Edgewater. The Crimson will offer buyers and investors a cost ef-
fective residential experience with ultra-luxury amenities. This LEED Silver 
project will feature 1, 2 and 3-bedroom residences, penthouses and town-
homes.  The amenities of The Crimson, also referred to as the C- Club in-
cludes; an 8

th
 floor pool deck, a landscaped promenade sundeck, hot tub, summer terraces, 

outdoor/indoor mini-theatre, a cybercafé, lounge, a business centre, zen room,  a state-of- the-
art gym and spa. For more information please visit: www.crimsonmiami.com or contact the 
Sales Center at 1-877-411-1106 or info@mckafka.com 

  

http://www.kulaandsamson.com
mailto:w.aaron@kulaandsamson.com
http://www.miamiwarehouseteam.com
mailto:eredlich@comreal.com
http://www.crimsonmiami.com
mailto:info@mckafka.com
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GABC Board Welcomes New Consul General in Miami  

The GABC Board of Directors had the opportunity 

to meet with the new incoming Consul General of 

the Federal Republic of Germany, Mr. Borsch and 

his wife Iris on May 23, 2013 at a luncheon at the 

Rusty Pelican Restaurant on Key Biscayne. Mr. 

Jürgen Thomas Borsch who was head of the crisis 

management group of the Foreign Office in Berlin 

will move with his wife from Berlin to Miami and will 

succeed Countess Kendeffy in August 2013. Mr. 

and Mrs. Borsch were joined by Consul General 

Countess Eva Kendeffy and Mrs. Mechtild Ewert, 

the Deputy Consul General. The incoming Consul 

General was welcomed by GABC Vice-President 

Thomas Baur and 10 board members. 
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GABC Celebrates its 25th Anniversary  

25 years ago - in June 1988 - the executives of several larger and midsize German and local 
companies with ties to Germany formed the GABC.  They saw the need for a more struc-
tured business organization for the South Florida region, an entity designed to promote and 
foster trade between the State of Florida and Germany. 

Over the past 25 years the GABC can now look back on a long and successful history and 
tradition as an established business chamber with well over 100 member firms.   

Some of the major achievements during the GABC history have been: the formal agreement 
with the German American Chamber of Commerce in Atlanta where we are listed as the Of-
ficial Affiliate Organization of the GACC for the South Florida region; the agreements en-
tered into with the two major economic development organizations, locally the Beacon 
Council and statewide Enterprise Florida .  We were also instrumental in the creation of the 
GAA (German American Alliance) in which we explore cooperation opportunities and joint 
programs with the German American Social Club of Miami (GASC) and GIPA, the student/
parent organization for the German Language Program at Miamiôs public schools.   

Instrumental for its success throughout the years has been the close cooperation the GABC 
has enjoyed with the Consulate Generals Office of Germany. 

Looking back and to the future ï the GABC has a very successful past and a promising fu-
ture.     
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Announcing the Arrival of German Saturday School in Miami and Ft. Myers  

The German School of Ft. Lauderdale is launching satellite schools in Miami, as well as the 
Ft. Myers area.  Classes will run from the beginning of September to the end of May and in-
clude German language arts, science, social studies, art and music classes for native 
speakers, as well as German as a foreign language courses.  All classes are taught by 
qualified instructors and our students have the possibility to participate in the DSD I/II exams 
(Deutsches Sprachdiplom). 

Miami classes will be at the Grace Lutheran Church and Learning Center at 254 Curtiss 
Pkwy, Miami Springs, FL 33166. The Ft. Myers location will be announced soon.  

A detailed description of classes as well as more information  

about the school can be found at: 

http://www.deutscheschulefl.com/html/classes_overview.html 

Inquiries can be directed at Svenja Iglesias at  

germanschoolfl@aol.com , or call  954 -288 -7599. 

  

Do you have a story for our next newsletter? We want to hear it! To submit a story 
for next monthôs edition please send an email to: info@gabc.us 
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Advertisement 

 
 

 

INVESTMENT OPPORTUNITY  

IN A LUXURY BRANCH  

If you are interested in being a part of an innovative and fast -growing     
company, it is our pleasure to present to you this unique offer  

______________________________________________________________________ 

Since 1996 our high-end fashion Ladies Golf Shoes have been sold in the US market 
through a distributor. Since 2006, we are successfully distributing our products our-
selves. Until now, the owner has financed the rapid growth of the company with his 
own resources. 

Because of the high demand for our products and our companyôs expansion along with 
it, we are searching for investors interested in a limited time share -holding opportunity 
in the company. Besides golf shoes we will also offer ladies' formal wear shoes and 
suitable accessories under the brand name "Patrizia Piquet® ." This collection is ready 
for production and will be produced in Tuscany, Italy by a manufacturer that we have 
been working with for years.  

During the coming weeks an online store made available for the US market will launch 
so our products can be sold directly to consumers as well.  Profits are expected to 
double since products will be sold directly to customers. Past experience shows that 
the overall revenue from a web shop is projected to reach up to 30% and more.  

An investment sum of $200,000.00  is required for the expansion and the financial 
growth of the company. If interested, you can also invest as little as $50,000.00  and 
receive a limited time share-holding in our company. 

For detailed Information contact :  golf@aerogreen.com 
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German National Team Beats Ecuador in Boca Raton, Florida  

 

The German national team traveled to the FAU stadium in Boca Raton, Florida to take on Ec-
uador in a friendly match played on May 29th.  Germany won the match with a score of 4:2.  

Pictured below are (from left) : Managing Directory of HGR Sports Europe Wolfgang Wirthmann , 
Team Manager of the German National Team Oliver Bierhoff , Consul General Countess Eva 
Kendeffy, and Deputy Counsel General Mechtild Ewert.   
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On April 11th, 2013 the German American Business Chamber in cooperation with other 
European chambers organized yet another ñAfter Work - Happy Hour.ò  The event took place 
at the National Hotel in Miami Beach where over over 300 guests attended. It was again a 
great networking opportunity for all those present. The National Hotel is located at 1677 
Collins Avenue in Miami Beach; more information about the hotel is available at  
www.nationalhotel.com 

About the National Hotel:  The historic National Hotel has been part of the South Beach landscape 
since 1939.  With recent renovations complete, the hotel is best known today for its merging of his-
toric and contemporary styles, resulting in Art Deco inspired decorations and architecture.  The hotel 
is also known for its magnificent views of Miami and surrounding beaches, offering guests a  chance 
to stay at this idyllic, yet conveniently located hotel.  Another must see for visitors is the pool, ranked 
among one of the top pools in the county and even in the world. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Past GABC Events:  
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